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AND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Editorial 


By February most of the parties, which are a gracious feature of modern libraries, are over. 
They arise from Staff Guilds, which now in most libraries associate the workers, and some of 
them are on a large scale. We have been represented at only a few of these but there seems 
to be a great fund of friendliness upon which the modern librarian can draw nowadays. An 
interesting one was that of the National Central Library Staff which, by a neighbourly arrange- 
ment, was held at Chaucer House. A reunion has been held of old and new members of the 
Croydon Staff Guild and no doubt there were many others. One New Year party was a small 
but notable dinner at Charing Cross Hotel where the 100th issue of The Library Review was 
toasted eloquently by the President of the Library Association and amongst the guests were 
Mr. C. O. G. Douie who was secretary of the Kenyon Committee of the 1927 Library Report 
and well-known librarians and journalists. To us it was notable for the assertion by Mr. R. D. 
Macleod that amongst the young writers were too many who wrote glibly but without that eS 
research which good professional writing demanded ; but he was sure that where intelligent 7 
industry was shown any article resulting would find a place in library journals. 
* * * * * * 


Occasional Publication, No .2 of the University of London School of Librarianship and 
Archives, is a compact report on the work of the school from 1945 to 1951. It records that 
its diplomas are now recognized by the University as academic post graduate diplomas: a 
promotion which it will be recognized does away with the old argument that librarianship is 
not academic enough to be a proper university discipline. This has resulted from the policy a 
in late years of accepting for its courses only students with a first or second class honours 4 
degree, and that, in its turn, resulted from the large demand for admission—“‘in the last year 
or two the number accepted has been as low as one-third or one quarter of the total number 
of eligible candidates.” In the period nine new library schools had been established at various 
technical colleges and this justified the rigid selections of the U. of L. School. So far students 
had been able to get suitable posts, but the ease with which they were obtained appeared now 
to be less although not so much as to cause anxiety. An improvement in salaries is urgently 
needed if the best candidates are to be drawn to university libraries. “An honours graduate 
with a year’s post-graduate training and probably a year’s practical experience, should 


reasonably expect a starting salary of £450, or £400 at a minimum.” 
* * * * * * 


“Librarians off duty” was the title of an interesting exhibition of art work by librarians, 
who with the exception of I. Kaye of the Royal Society Library who showed a group of 
effective photographs, was by municipal and county librarians. There were many varieties 
of work, and levels of merit no doubt, but the whole gave the impression that we have 
amongst us a number of men and women who pursue a compelling hobby with observation, 
selective power and frequently with great executive skill. The works ranged from carvings— 
crests by W. J. Hill; sycamore bowl, Wilfred M. Spencer; China wall mask and others, 
M. J. Stevens; mask, Margaret Thackway; an embroidered map of Warwickshire, Alice 
Lynes ; scraperboard drawings, K. M. Newberry; to a series of water-colours amongst 
which we are able to note three of North Scottish scenes which were bright and effective, 
but some comment could be made that would be deservedly pleasant on nearly everything 
shown. This is the second such exhibition and we hope that further such may ensue. The 
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show was opened in a brief kindly speech by Sir Stanley Unwin. He held that librarians, and 

perhaps especially public librarians, were the salt of the earth. In a world of suppressions they 

kept open the ways of thought and knowledge so that all might travel them who desired to 
pt Op ) § 8 

do so. * * * * * * 


lhe Library Assistant does good service for its student readers by its comments on the 
questions set at the L.A. examinations. Such examinations come home very closely to their 
readers ; they do to our own as well. It is always helpful to read the reactions of others to 
questions we ourselves have attempted to answer and their suggestions, not always so easily 
made, of what ideal questions, and answers should be. From time to time the comment reaches 
us that Students are examined by amateurs but our scrutiny of the names of those who form 
the Board of Examiners hardly supports it; they appear to be the best-known librarians of 
the country. In the January «1yssisfant, Mr. L. J. Shaw remarks that some of the questions 
would appear to be stitl for a test intended only to establish the suitability of candidates to be 
trained. We believe that to have been the original purpose but it can scarcely be the case now 
when in practically every town, and by correspondence, courses are being held preparatory 
to the Entrance test. We also receive complaints that the standards are too low. Both cannot 
be right and it is just possible that the v/a media recently achieved is fairly good. It is also 
probable that the examinations must increase in difficulty. Our readers may have views on 
this ? * * * * * * 

The Annual Report of the Bristol Public Libraries, 1950-51, maintains the standard we 
have come to expect. In other pages its material features will be noted. Its figures of book-use 
are at least four-fold those of the year when James Ross took office. The generously-printed 
record deals with two points among many that are worth noting. The first is the increase in 
the cost of the book, a series of titles being quoted which once would probably have cost from 
20 to 25 shillings and now cost from 42 to 70 shillings ; and “the publishers forecast a rise 
upon the latter of from ten to twenty per cent.” “In spite of the effect of prices at this level it 
is constantly in the mind of the Committee that unless books such as [those cited] are acquired 

. . the overwhelming majority of the people of Bristol will have no possible means of con- 
sulting them.” The second is an account of work in the bindery. From it the output, 31,689 
volumes and other items, would cost at current commercial prices £8,412, but actually cost 
£5,188. Concurrently, experiments in technique were made in collaboration with the Printing, 
Packaging and Allied Trades Research Association, which made laboratory tests of the work 
done by Bristol in “perfect” or unsewn binding. This binding, which has become effective 
because of advances in hycar, polyvinyl acetate emulsions and hot-melt resins in a form now 
becoming familiar—we have already drawn attention to it in THe Lisrary Wortp—and is 
the subject of experiment in the U.S.A., Germany and Sweden as well. Two photomicro- 
graphs show how the new adhesive used in perfect binding penetrates the backs of books. 
These experiments have made possible the binding of more books than ever before. The 
Report adds: “Although many books can be treated by the unsewn method, there must 
always be a large number requiring to be sewn,” and it is hoped to assist by installing a 
Martini sewing machine. We are informed that such an eleétrically-driven machine is already 
in use in the large new bindery recently installed at Croydon. 

* * * * * * 


Gratification is felt at the award to Dr. Arundell Esdaile of the C.B.E. in the New Year 
Honours. A recital of the merits which have been recognized would be superfluous ; they 
are many and various. President of the L.A. through all the war years and longer than any 
other; Sandars Reader in Bibliography; Prior of the Johnson Club; the man who made 
the bridge in recent years between public and non-public librarians ; a remarkable teacher, 
a scholar, a writer of exquisite prose and, as we think, even more remarkable verse ; a witty, 
epigramatical and very human speaker. 

* * * * * * 

Readers will notice that Vol. LIL of Tue Lrsrary Wor vp is a double one covering July, 
1950—June 1951, for which an index has already been issued ; and July, 1951—June, 1952, 
tor which an index will appear in due course. Twelve-monthly publication will be resumed 
in July, 1952, with the first number of Vol. LIV. 


‘ 
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The Library and Philately 


By GrorGe Gray, M.A. 


A Few short years in a learned Library cataloguing and classifying has taught me much ; 
in a way more than four years’ formal study in the Arts Faculty of a University ever did. 
Moreover it is only just to acknowledge that work in the Library has given a far wider 
outlook in leisure pursuits and a different approach to them as well; notably to one which 
has ever held my interest and given me many an hour of pleasure! Philately—though in 
the days when I first came under the spell as a school-boy at Banff Academy—it was foreign 
stamp collecting and no other term was necessary. But what a magic world I was led into 
and what a joy there was in acquiring issues long coveted. Especially do I recall one evening 
when I was presented with a complete set of the mourning stamps issued by Belgium after 
the death of the ill-fated Queen Astrid. Years later the page in my album with that beautiful 
face, brought out sharply in relief against the black background of the stamps, was before 
me clear to the last detail during a visit to the spot near Kiissnacht in the heart of the legendary 
Tell country where she met her tragic end. But 
“. . . that time is past 

And all its aching joys are now no more, 

And all its dizzy raptures.” 

After some time in the Library it occurred to me that it would be at once more scientific 
and more profitable to assemble stamps according to their subjeét—just as books on like 
subjects are all grouped together according to the diétates of the classification scheme in use 
in the particular Library. So it was that two winters ago I commenced the task, not realising 
at the onset how fascinating it was going to be with the resources of a learned Library at 
one’s command. 

First I gathered together into one class statesmen, politicians, and national heroes. No 
longer do I use an album, but mount the stamps on foolscap sheets and conserve them in 
envelopes of appropriate size. Each stamp has to be “‘catalogued,” and this entails looking 
up the appropriate reference work in the Library to determine the dates and story of the 
person or event in question. Major twentieth century figures, such as Joseph Stalin, are 
easily tracked down, but obscurer people, known perhaps only in their own land, present 
more difficulty, though they can almost always be identified. Thus a portrait-gallery in 
miniature of present day world-leaders unfolds itself—our world as in our time. Indeed, 
by a curious twist of fate, a ceremony which took place in my home-town, Banff, in October, 
1950, is recalled every time friends view these national heroes: the Argentine issued a set 
to commemorate the hundredth anniversary of the death of General Don José de San Martin, 
liberator of the Argentine and a Freeman of Banff, whither he came as a guest of the Duke 
of Fife after the Peninsular Wars. Most striking stamps they are too of the General, attired 
in flowing gaberdine, standing proudly erect on a rocky shore gazing out to sea, What 
thoughts passing through his mind who may say ? 

Next I turned my attention to war-time figures; and so the pages reveal the crafty 
mien of Quisling, Heydrich, cold and sneering even in death, the aged Marshal Pétain, 
sombre and sunk in gloom, as well he might be; Adolf Hitler himself, now gazing at us 
with insane glint in his eye, now depicted at full length bellowing into the microphone, and 
yet again on the main Street of his native village, Braunau am Inn, with the village church 
as background. Anyone who has been cataloguing in a large Library in the immediate 
post-war years is bound to have handled material such as the word-for-word accounts of 
the Niirnberg Trials and accounts of German atrocities in occupied lands, so that it is all 
the more interesting to conneé and link it all up; cataloguing and classifying the material 
for posterity in the Library during the day, arranging the faces and figures in one’s own 
collection at home in the evening. 

As a sort of relief from these grim reminders of the years when the lamps were burning 
low in almost every land, I turned to lighter subjects and began to arrange the’ youth of the 
world. Germany was, of course, well to the front here, and certainly her youth-stamps 
were glorious ; whole shelves of magnificent picture books on the youth of Germany with 
their fine-sounding slogans “‘Kraft durch Freude,” “Jungdeutschland marschiert durch die 
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Nacht” lie—forgotten now—in the basement of our Library. It is from further away to 
the east that we now receive magazine after magazine, periodical after periodical portraying 
in vivid colour the “joys” of youth and the “boundless opportunities” on the other side 
of the curtain. True to form again the postage stamps of these countries faithfully reflect 
the trend; Hungary recently issued a set of superb stamps to illustrate the care lavished on 
the child in the new “People’s Democracy” ; all who see them must admire. 

Probably the subject which I have just begun to assemble, printers of the various nations, 
will appeal strongly to librarians; as I write, the venerable Gutenberg meets my eye on 
one of the Rheinland-Pfalz issues and he appears on yet another issued for the Leipziger 
Messe—the Leipzig fair. The Finns issued two most attractive stamps to mark the three 
hundredth anniversary of printing in their country, 1642-1942; one shows the interior of 
a church with the Bible lying open between two candles and, as background, a stained-glass 
window with the Saviour on the cross, while the other depicts one of the early printers hard 
at work with what seems to us a most cumbersome and complicated apparatus. It is worth 
while noting that the little Republic of San Marino, not to be outdone, has also issued a set 
of stamps showing its printing-press. They are exquisite in design, marred by the wording, 
“Il populo Sammarinese: organo del partito fascista.” Slovakia issued a set after the 
recent war, with a printer’s type-font, while the United States of America, to mark its three 
hundredth anniversary, 1639-1939, issued a set with the Stephen Dave press. Mexico took 
it upon herself to show the world “la casa en la que se eStablecio la primer imprenta en 
América.” And see: the orient is represented too. A girl printer from Japan peeps 
demurely at us. Pity that Caxton is missing from among these august personages ! Stamps 
portraying librarians I have yet to see, but I notice that Libraries are beginning to appear 
notably on Polish stamps and “Houses of culture” on Hungarian issues, often called after 
the Premier, Rakosi. 

So the years pass at length and, while the printed word conveys what is happening in 
our world and the Library records it for future generations, postage stamps reflect and mirror 
equally well the march of events in every land and collectors, by carefully preserving and 
arranging them, build up a rich heritage for those who come after. Would that more in 
our day might avail themselves of the priceless wealth of mind garnered in Libraries and 
realise the pleasure and at the same time the education to be derived from philately ! 


Winchester City Library, 1851-1951 

By G. F.L.A. 

(Deputy City Librarian of Winchester) 

We have heard it said, on a variety of occasions, that Norwich was the first town to adopt 
the Public Libraries AG of 1850. We have also heard that Manchester was the first town 
to provide a rate-supported lending and reference library freely available to all citizens. What 
we have not yet heard, and the fact may well be news to the majority of librarians, is that 
Winchester City Library was the first library established under the Act to open its doors to 
the public. 

When compared with the colossus at Manchester, the public library established at Win- 
chester is obviously quite insignificant, but the fact should be stated in the interests of historical 
accuracy and to the honour of an ancient city whose population at the time was less than 
14,000 and in which the income from the }d. rate was less than £100. 

The story of the public library movement has been told many times, but few attempts 
have been made to enquire, with the help of newspaper files, annual reports and other local 
material, into the history of a particular public library by those employed in it. The 
following notes are published not only because it is believed that a record of the struggles 
of a pioneer under the 1850 Aé& are likely to be of interest to the profession, but also in the 
hope that it may prompt others to attempt similar research into the earlier days of their own 
institutions. 

The story begins with the Hampshire Museum, an institution supported by voluntary 
subscribers, which was opened to the public in 1847. Its financial situation was never 
secure, and four years later, on December 17th, 1850, the Committee and Members recom- 
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mended that the Museum be offered to the City Council if that body would adopt the new 
Aét. A week later a Special Meeting of the Town Council was convened to consider the 
matter. General discussion turned largely upon finances, but it is clear that the Councillors 
were well aware of the wider social issues. One member may be said to have anticipated 
widely held social beliefs of the twentieth century when he remarked : 

“... mo one could reasonably demur to the proposition when the object contem- 
plated was to improve the minds, tastes, and habits of the humbler classes. The 
greatest intellects were to be found among the humbler classes, and all they wanted 
was that a right direction should be given to their abilities.” 

The value of the Museum properties was over £500, and all that was needed in return 
was the imposition of a halfpenny rate. So favourable were the terms that we are not 
surprised to learn that the Council agreed without further discussion to put it to the decision 
of a poll of burgesses to be held on January 14th, 1851. 

Two meetings were held during the week before the poll. The unanimous feeling in 
each case being : 

“. .. that the very liberal offer should be thankfully accepted.” 

Misapprehensions had existed concerning the expense of carrying out the Aédt, but it 
was pointed out that burgesses “could never (sic) be called upon to contribute more than a 
halfpenny in the pound” and that the remainder of the funds must be provided by : 

“. . . the liberality of those who loving literature and science themselves, are 
anxious to diffuse its humanising and elevating tendencies.” 

The twentieth century note is struck again when a contemporary newspaper reporter 
remarks with enthusiasm : 

“... that it is obvious that whilst the advantages will be peculiarly the poor man’s, 
the contributions for its support must mainly come from the rich.” 

He trusted therefore that the results of the poll would show that Winchester townsmen 
were determined that their ancient city should not be behind Liverpool and the great towns 
of the North which had already availed themselves of the A&. On this last point the 
reporter’s zeal outran his facts. 


The burgesses were as sensible of the value of the transfer as the Council, and they 
voted 361 for and 13 against the proposal. A notice of adoption was thereupon fixed upon 
the door of the Guildhall and, on February 6th, 1851, a Committee was formed consisting 
of the Mayor, nine members of the Council and nine burgesses. It was agreed at the same 
meeting that Mr. Henry Moody, the Curator of the Hampshire Museum, should continue 
in office, subject to the decision of the Committee. Earlier on the same day the Hampshire 
Museum Committee had transferred the property to the Corporation and in commemoration 
of the founding of the City Museum and Library : 

“* ... the old Winchester bushel was filled by Mr. Dear with strong beer with part 
of which the parties assembled regaled, and the remainder distributed among 
the neighbouring poor.” 

A Special Meeting of the Council sat on March 14th to receive amongst other things, 
the report of the Museum Committee which recommended that the Museum be open: 

“. .. from 10 to 4 o’clock, and from 6 o’clock to sunset on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Saturdays ; also on Assizes and other public days.” 

It was also recommended that the Governor’s House at the Old Gaol in Jewry Street 
should be purchased for £1,300 and suitable alterations made to enable its use as Museum 
and Library. It was stated that this would provide, in addition to adequate and appropriate 
apartments for the Museum and accommodation for the Curator : 

**. . . five rooms available for the library and a reading room. . 

These recommendations were accepted. 

An appeal was then issued for donations. The stock which had stood at 51 volumes 
at the time of the transfer, passed the 100 mark by March and reached 600 by May, 1851, 
though later evidence suggests that at least 50°., were unsuitable. 

In July the Committee paid a visit to the new premises. Its views, as announced in 
the local press, were that some slight alterations to the property would make it “most eligible” 
for its new purpose. 
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“The principal room will be on the first floor, and will be 45 feet long, leaving 
several convenient rooms for a library, reading room, etc., on the ground floor 
besides most comfortable apartments for the Curator, and a large garden.” 

The next few months were occupied with the presentation, consideration and adoption 
of plans for alterations to the property, for the arrangement of the specimens and for their 
transfer from the old premises. 

The quotation given above shows that the Committee’s first intention was to place 
the library on the ground floor. The main interest of Mr. Buss, the Hon. Curator, and 
Mr. Moody, the Curator, was clearly the Museum, and they probably coveted the ground 
floor for their exhibits. It is evident from the further quotation given below that some 
interested party successfully persuaded the Committee to install the library in a less favourable 
position. 

By the beginning of November a most impressive scramble was taking place behind the 
scenes to enable the Museum and Library to open before the election of the new Mayor. 
The race against time was won with a few hours to spare, and on November 10th, 1851, 
the Winchester Museum and Public Library was formally opened by the Mayor before 
proceeding to the Council meeting at which his successor was to be elected. A contemporary 
records that: 

“Nearly a thousand persons visited it in the course of the day, and expressed 
themselves highly gratified with every arrangement, except that of the Library, 
which, stowed away in that high and remote part of the building, which our 
present Chief Magistrate once jocosely proposed should be a fever ward, appears 
for all purposes of study, to have been sfudious/y made inaccessible.” 

Early in 1853 the first catalogue of the Museum and Public Library was produced by 
the Curator. A list of Museum exhibits is preceded by a financial Statement for 1852 w hich 
shows the income of the institution to have been £91 13s. 7d. from the 4d. rate and £74 Os. 6d. 
from a total of 73 subscribers. At the end of the publication is a modest list of just over 
300 books belonging to the library. It cannot be denied that many of these were of a most 
improving character, but it is to be doubted whether even the “greatest intellects” among 
the “humbler classes” were “humanised or elevated” by the Catalogue of Saffron Walden 
Museum, the Report of Investigation of the Conduct of the Duke of York, 1808, and Three Sanitary 
Reports, 1842, 1847, and 1848, 

(1 0 be continued ) 


Our Primordial Task 


By W. C. Berwick SAYERS 
(Continued from page 418) 
X 
‘Tur reader who has followed me thus far, if there is one, will see that | have been trying 
to establish the cultural purpose of the public library as one of the places where the best books 
of all time are to be found. And I have also expressed the opinion that those books are 
relatively few and within the compass of the average library. If that is conceded, we can 
wive a few brief minutes to the consideration of the problem of the town or county librarian. 
He is the adviser, but he is also the servant, of a community which is not already book- 
conscious as the clients of the university or research library can be assumed to be. Is he ina 
position to accept the view, repeated endlessly, that it is the business of his library to supply 
anything the public calls for and that he has no grandmotherly censoring function, nor is he 
entitled to say, as some German librarian used, in effect, to say, that readers should be barred 
from using works which their education does not enable them to read with intelligence or 
which do not conform to literary standards presumably laid down by these librarians ? 
Opinion certainly seems to me to be swinging towards such a view. We are concerned with 
books, not with a particular kind of book, and the community is entitled to provide itself with 
just as much reading matter as it wants and with any sort that it wants. So runs the argument. 
It may be the best policy in a democratic system where presumably the citizen will be sufficiently 
educated to use books with discrimination, so that, however poor some of these may be, he 
will be able to avoid what is not expedient for him. Even if this were so, the acquisition of 
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books would require selection work, or a temporary fashion in reading, and we have seen 
many such, would produce some unequal buying. That may be, to some extent, inevitable, 
because the time we could once spend in examining and even sampling books is not easy to 
find nowadays. 

To meet this, some libraries have librarians whose duty corresponds to that of Super- 
intendent of Book-Stock. It is a fearsome title and no doubt a better can be found. It is also 
a fearsome job if the implications of the title are to be realized. But, even in book-selection, 
the librarian must be an organizer rather than a pandit ; he uses other people and agencies. 
Such a person, however, would know the needs and possibilities as readers of his community ; 
he would be thoroughly conversant with the books in his collections ; he would know authors 
and publishers and what the general character of their work is ; he would haunt bookshops ; 
and be familiar with the rather formidable but most useful array of general and special biblio- 
graphies which are an excellent sign of current library activity. He might even read some of 
the books he would buy for his library. Mr. Cadness Page says he can get them on approval 
for this. Can he? A year or two ago that courtesy of the bookseller was no longer available. 
Not through any fault of the bookseller, but there was then greater shortage of books, as 
we know. I am sure such prior examination is desirable, but I do know that unless purchase 
follows as it usually does, it is not a profitable process for the bookseller ; few books if they 
are actually read, even by so careful a reader as a librarian, return in other than second-hand 
condition. It would be interesting to know how many have been able to get books on 
approval in the past ten years. 

XI 

But to quote a favourite current word, these preliminaries are unrealistic for many of us 
in facing the spate of modern books. There are several conditions to book buying—speed 
and number of copies being two very important ones. If we have accepted the general- 
provider réle, we somehow accept with it that books must reach the shelves hot from the 
press. The old truth that a book is not worth reading if it will not be as good to read six 
months hence as on the day of publication, is not acceptable now I fancy ; we get it, if we can, 
almost before it is out. This cancels all choice by reviews and leaves us depending upon 
announcements. But this does not mean that the public librarian sticks a pin into a list as 
some men do into the names on their racing cards. His whole experience and knowledge lie 
behind his selection. As already suggested, every modern chartered librarian has gone through 
his course in bibliography and assistance to readers; he may even have taken a course, 
however sketchy, in English literature ; he rarely chooses anything blindly. He knows the 
name and provenance of every author of repute ;_ he can buy their books without deliberation. 
He knows, or should know, the general character of publishers : for example, what to expect 
from Longman, Macmillan, Murray, Pitman, Batsford, Faber, Cape, Lewis, the University 
presses ; and, knowing his own public—his daily study—can buy here without hesitation. 
His adventures in experiment are confined to new subjects, writers and publishers; and 
advance prospectuses and other announcements are often sufficient to an experienced selector 
to enable him to decide for or against a book from these. It is of first-rate importance to the 
selector to keep himself current in the writing and publishing world ; he usually does this 
and, being himself always a reader, is equipped for his highest task. It follows that any list 
of books, such as is offered by the Publishers’ Circular, The Bookman or, latest and invaluable 
boon, the British National Bibliography, is used by the expert with success. This brings me to 
a point that puzzles me: some libraries do not take the B.N.B. or take only one copy. I 
wonder why they negleét to use fully this authentic guide to current books with its standard 
cataloguing and acceptable classing. On the other hand I know one librarian who uses it as 
the basis of his current selection, marking one copy for the catalogues, one for the bookseller 
and one for the public. That method could be extended so that a marked copy could be 
available in every branch library. It will be seen again that such selection could be done only 
by those who already have the library equipment already presumed to exist. 

I have not touched to any extent upon the c/asses. That needs a longer paper than this. 
I am informed by Mr. W. J. Hill that recent calculation has demonstrated that £3,000 will 
purchase a copy of every non-fiction work published in any year up to six guineas in cost. 
More libraries have a book fund of that amount now than ever before and it is unlikely that 
our incomes will recede very far from their present level, if at all. If uncritical buying—l 
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mean uncensored and unselective addition of any non-fiction book likely to have a reader— 
were pursued, we could therefore in a fairly large library get most of the books. We have no 
such freedom in most cases; in fact in all public libraries it is impossible. They are dual 
libraries, an important part of the duality being the library of Fiction which has not yet passed 
into literature as it is academically recognized. 

XI 

No public library has yet been able to give a satisfying supply of current fiction to the 
readers in a town and, in a county system, it must be even more difficult to give it. One has 
only to consider the most popular novel of the last decade, Gone with the Wind (there are 
probably others with an equal claim), the only novel of recent times which revived memories 
of my boyhood when, according to the newspapers, the overwhelming requests for Marie 
Corelli’s Sorrows of Satan were met with a mechanical and invariable “Hout !” from public 
library assistants. An aspirated libel, of course. How many libraries could supply copies 
enough to satisfy every reader wanting the book within, say, two months ? Could any one 
library do it without impairing its whole service ? Perhaps, in a lesser degree, the rush is of 
this kind for My Cousin Rachel and | hope it is for the excellent Lacy Carmichael. When it is 
analysed, however, it will be seen that the failure lies in not being able to give the advantages 
of a “guaranteed subscription,” costing about six guineas at a commercial library. Surely a 
good novel will “keep,” even if we do not like to make our readers wait ? We ought to have 
as many copies as we can afford of any book, fiction or non-fiction, so long as some balance is 
maintained. Duplication should not be limited to novels—but that is elementary to every 
librarian. 

So it would seem that there are still many problems in stock accretion, rejection and with- 
drawal that can be discussed, in the manner in which Mr. Frank M. Gardner did it. Perfection 
may never be reached; my own generation had not the means and I do not see them yet 
available to the present one ; but by concentration on the problem and by local specialization, 
and general co-operation, the national library of which all libraries are branches will be 
realized. 

I have not solved anything in these notes, which are part of an endless discussion. Our 
main problem still remains—what is the purpose of our work ?—which for the present | 
must leave to others to propound, and to solve if they can. 


Posteript: A kind correspondent has told me, with justice, that 1 have not dealt with the 
bibliographical aids now at our service, the ASLIB Book List, and the like. I agree. 
I was not endeavouring to write a manual of book-seleétion methods ; I had merely 
in mind an attempt to answer Mr. Cadness Page’s question, “Is it necessary for public 
librarians to choose blindly 7” I think he did us good service in asking it and in 
propounding the aids which might prevent our doing so. 


(Concluded) 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear CALLIMACHUS, 

1 am sorry that your invitation to meet and talk has not been realized so far this year 
and thus, my first Letter of the year, reciprocates the good wishes you send me for 1952. 
You may need them as the weeks move towards your annual Budget Day. There is, as you 
seem to suggest, possible adventure in everything a managing librarian does and he is quite 
likely to get it in this matter. Can you remember a Finance Committee which did not think 
sound the saying, “never do this year what you can put off until next,” and, sotto voce, the next 
is like tomorrow. I am assured that this is not always the case and, as you have a new chairman 
of your own committee, I hope he will have the strength to enable you to do something 
better than go back. The Ministry of Education’s desire for a five per cent cut on education 
is one of the difficulties that may face us, 


MIDDLESEX 
has not yet selected the successor of Captain Richard Wright. The advertisement was a poor 
compliment to the distinguished gentleman who is retiring. From the ground he built up a 
system which should remain a monument to a successful career. I do not know if there is a 
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greater agglomerate of towns in any other county, but certainly | find it more urban than 
others ; it is, in fact, a large extension of London. In it there are towns, Harrow for example, 
which if they had an independent library service would expect to pay for their librarian a 
salary at least as large as that now offered for the county librarian. | am glad to see that the 
Society of Municipal Librarians publicly advised interested possible candidates to communicate 
with its honorary secretary. | hope they have done so. I believe the L.A. protests against 
every such inappropriate salary, but such protests are betrayed when men or women with 
L.A. qualifications give the offending authority the right to reply that the salary offered 
attracted qualified candidates. This has been said often enough in our Letters and elsewhere. 
It would be pitiful if it were necessary to repeat it after this ! 


“Iv Is ALWAYS A Joy,” 

an old scholar wrote to me of the 7.L.S. The quality and variety it sustains are remarkable. 
When you remember the gradual vanishing of The Literary World, The Atheneum, The Academy, 
The London Mercury and so many other exclusively literary reviews, or almost that, its survival 
is also remarkable. No doubt it is carried upon the back of The Times. Indeed, when Lord 
Northcliffe owned the great newspaper, he wanted to kill the 7.L.S. because it did not itself 
produce a profit. These points, as you know, came out in the impressive Fiftieth Anniversary 
number which reached us on January 18th. Its 68 folio pages made not only the largest, 
it was the most satisfactory, sixpence worth that I remember to have received. Its selection 
of contemporary reviews by eminent critics, about well-known books published over the 
years, and the good portraits which illustrate the record that prefaces the selection, make this a 
thoroughly worth-while affair. Of old we were apt to think that the reviews often came too 
late to aid current book selection, but as that is the case now with every review, the criticism 
has no point. The reviews in the 7.L.S. are readable long after we have bought the books 
reviewed ; and the leaders and first-page articles are of even more permanent value as a rule. 
I think, now that the 7.L.S. is also our best medium for the advertisement of library posts, 
that we should be happy to express gratitude as librarians for the services it has rendered us. 


In My Linrrep Letsure 

I like to give occasionally an hour to the complete reading of some library bulletin. 
More rapid forms of publicity, perhaps I should say briefer ones, than the bulletins of: old by 
Nottingham, Clerkenwell, Norwich, etc., are popular today. They are smaller and slip easily 
into the pocket, where I fear they are often left. Anyway, they are cheaper and possibly have 
more “attention” value. Every library should have some channel of communication with its 
readers and, if the librarian speaks to them personally through it occasionally, so much the 
better. I spent yesterday an hour, all of it, with the winter number of The Manchester Review. 
It has been reduced to demy-oétavo size, and thus maintains the traditional form of the 
Standard bulletins externally as it does internally. To begin with, Mr. Nowell shows a 
pleasant relationship with his great bookselling firm in an opening note on the passing of 
J. D. Hughes, of Sherratt & Hughes, of whom J. G. Wilson declared, “‘No man I have met 
gave so much of himself with every sale he made.” That firm, I recall, occasionally publishes ; 
C. Fox Smith’s first book of lyrical verse, written when she was in her teens, Songs of Greater 
Britain, 1899, is one I pick up occasionally after half a century. There are also the usual brief 
notes, initialled by the staff members who write them. Then local history in one way or 
another is still a feature ; I read with much interest the account by the Direétor of the City 
Art Galleries, David Baxandall, of Heaton Hall, one of the only four buildings in the city 
selected for Group I of the Ministry of Town and Country Planning’s list, and a work of 
James Wyatt, 1746-1813, the architect of Vathek Beckford’s fantasy, Fonthill Abbey. An 
excellent select list, “18th Century design for living,” supplements this article. Sidney 
Horrocks has a good account of the sources of research into Manchester theatre history. And 
so on. The book-list that follows is of “some recently published books” and I have found it 
one of the best touchstones to the books. Cataloguing is economical and yet full enough and 
publishers and prices are given. Our great libraries do not advertise themselves in the pro- 
fession, but we owe them much and my own debt to Manchester is not the least personal debt. 

CONFERENCE 

The January Record has a new wrapper, which in a half-light seems very like that of The 

Library World, The President’s New Year Message is vigorous ; he is justified in hoping for 


= 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 


439 


Now published in London 
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ASIA’S LANDS 


AND 


PEOPLES 


SECOND EDITION 


by George B. Cressey, Chairman, 
Department of Geography, 


Syracuse University. 


598 pages 1l0x7 Illus. 


This second edition of a widely accepted text contains a wealth of new material 
compiled during Dr. Cressey’s recent Asiatic expedition and much that has been 
provided by the governments of the various countries. All maps have been redrawn, 
post-war production figures are included and one hundred photographs have been 
added to illustrate the vast economic changes now in progress throughout Asia. 
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unmistakable proof that the conception of libraries is now fixed so firmly in the public mind 
that no thought of recession in these days of economic difficulty will be translated into aétion. 
The prospectus of the Bournemouth Conference is here. Incidentally, | do not quite share 
your fears of the soporific nature of the climate there at any time of year. It can be hot in 
August and it is as crowded then as the London Underground at 5 p.m., but all other months 
are bearable to me. Another point; the Minister of Housing and Local Government allows 
local authorities to pay reasonable and necessary expenses of two delegates, “‘a member and 
an officer.” There had been some nervousness about that. “The 9s. 6d. a night supplement 
(L. G. Aét, 1948) is not applicable,” so don’t expect it. In a way the Conference will be 
celebrating its 75th anniversary—there is a sesquipedalian word for such an occasion—and 
there will be a symposium on this. As you have noticed, I expect, libraries and the business 
man, and co-operation, the key to modern library organization, will be discussed. Dr. Louis 
Shores, Dean of Florida University Library School, is to celebrate May 1st by giving us the 
Annual Leéture. He is a most pleasant person, welcome wherever he goes, the author of a 
Standard work on reference books, and a keen, active scholar, observer and teacher. There 
will be the usual sectional and branch meetings, the Exhibition, Civic Reception and Annual 
Dinner, all according to tradition. We shall have Wednesday evening free after 7 p.m. and 
that, anyway, is a concession to human frailty although the prospectus kindly remarks that 
it ““will be available for informal group discussions.” It will, and I hope to have them on the 
pier or in a walk to Branksome Chine or to Hengistbury Head. -4ad, by the way, there is a 
public library system at Bournemouth and has been since 1895 ! 
is a word coined by the Editor of the Assiffant to express an attitude. It is no reflection on 
our founder Zenodotus, who has not answered our Letters in these pages for at least a dozen 
years. It is really a little jab at me, which I do not resent. I congratulate Mr. Jones on the 
symposium on the books furnished by public libraries of today. It at least shows that many 
of those who issue books have some qualms about wha¢ they issue. That is all to the good. 
Vale ! 
ERATOSTHENES. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of writers on “LETTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.” 
—Editor, Tue Lisrary Wor vp. 


Topicalities 
Edited by A. G. S. Enser, F.L.A. | 
(Tottenham Public Libraries) 


as a whole, where the case so demands. 
What do YOU think ? 


THIS MONTH'S CHOICE 


At the next Annual General Meeting of the 


parity and concerted action, by the Association 


Library Association there is a motion being 
presented by the Council namely, that members 
will approve increased annual subscriptions. 

It will be recalled that a similar proposal 
was put forward at the Annual General 
Meeting in London, 1950. Then, the motion 
was defeated, not on its merits but owing to 
poor presentation. 

There is little opposition to the necessity 
for increasing the subscriptions of members of 
the L.A., but as a guid pro quo members will 
expect from Council more evidence of humanity 
and less philosophizing. 

However urgent the need of increased 
financial support may be, there is just as great 
a need for Council to concern itself with the 
day to day Struggle experienced by so many 
members for equitable salaries, professional 


FINCHLEY’S A Selection from the books of 
1951. ‘Not too little, not too much” and 
excellently produced in all respects. The 
annotations are a joy to read and the selections 
catholic. As the first choice of a New Year 
it sets a Standard that few will attain. 


HONOURABLE MENTION 


CHESTERFIELD’S New Books, December, 
1951. A farewell issue due to increasing 
costs of providing a public library service. 
Good things have to be paid for and we can 
only hope that a publication which has main- 
tained a considerably high standard will be 
resurrected soon. 

DERBYSHIRE’S New Books, January, 1952. 
Once more with a charming natural photo- 
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graph as a cover. Included in this issue is a 
usetul article on choral singing in the county 
and how the county library plays its part 
therein. 

DENBIGHSHIRE’S The Bookmark, 

lutumn-Winter 1951-2. Contains a special 
section listing a selection of one-aét plays in 
Welsh of which complete sets are available 
for loan. It is pleasant to see that due 
acknowledgment is given to the member of 
the staff compiling it. 

GLASGOW’S two booklets, John Davidson 
and his Swecessors and Training the Actor. 
Once more, credit is given where due to 
Staff members. 

KENT’S New Books, Winter 1951-2. A 
quarterly booklet. One wonders whether it 
is mecessary in such a publication to include 
full pagination and collation. 

WARRINGTON’S Book News, January, 
1952. Unfortunately including a number of 
advertisements, but the block illustrations to 
the main headings are distinctive and 
Stimulating. 


Library Reports 


By Hersert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 


Braprorp.—City Librarian, Harold Bilton, 
F.L.A. Population, 292,394. Rate, 7.963d. 
Income from Rate, £55,430. Total Stock, 
349,285. Additions, 45,322. Withdrawals, 
30,554. Total Issues, 2,216,679. Borrowers, 
54,766. Branches, 19. Deposit Libraries, 16. 

\fter serving the Libraries for over fifty years, 

Mr. R. W. Parsons retired from the post of City 

Librarian which he had held since 1946. A review of 

the vear’s book circulation shows that the Centra 

Lending, and the majority of the branch libraries all 

increased their output, but not quite enough to prevent 

the aggregate from falling below that of the previous 
year. Issues to children were slightly increased. Work 
has been Started on the adaptation of an existing build- 
ing to serve as a full-time branch library. Another 
deposit library was opened during the year. Visitors to 
the Bolling Hall Museum totalled 72,857. 


Leeps.—Population, 504,954. Rate, 6.26d. 
Income from Rate, £97,469. Total Stock, 
508,001. Additions, 71,168. Withdrawals, 
65,980. Total Issues, 4,007,209. Tickets, 


206,083. Branches, 28. 

\ most successful year’s work is here reviewed. 
At the end of the year 1949-1950 a huge decrease in book 
circulation was reported, but that downward trend was 
halted in the past year and the splendid increase of 
126,886 was recorded. The greatest single increase 
came from the newly arranged Dewsbury Road Branch, 
where issues rose by 25 per cent. Only two of the 


branch libraries returned slight decreases. Alterations 
to the Central Lending Library were completed during 
the summer, and the provision of the Music Library 
proved a highly popular move. The Central Junior 
Library has been returned to its original home. The 
library service in a number of local hospitals has been 
taken over by the City Library Authority. A small 
craft bindery was established at one of the branches, 
The position of Superintendent of Branch Libraries has 
been allowed to lapse. 


RocuesterR.—Ci/y Librarian, R. J. Marsh. 
Population (est.), 43,130. Rate, 7.29d. 
Income from Rate, £8,598. Total Stock, 
39,464. Additions, 5,870. Withdrawals, 
2,265. Total Issues, 318,229. Tickets, 
28,443. 1 Branch. 

The downward trend of the issues noted last year 

has been arrested in the year under review, and a 

gratifying increase is reported. \t both libraries the use 

of fiétion fell below that of the previous year, but non- 
fi€tion and junior books were in much greater demand. 

The third Junior Branch Library was established during 

the year. The smallness of the available accommodation 

ercatly hampers the work of the Reference Library 
which, it is felt, is not giving the service to the City 
that it should. Mr. R. |. Marsh took up his appoint- 

ment as City Librarian in August, 1950. 


THurrock.—Chief Librarian and Curator, E. 
Cave, F.L.A. Population (est.), 79,880. 
Rate, 7.41d. Income from Rate, £14,320. 
Total Stock, 55,097. Additions, 13,627. 
Withdrawals, 9,936. Total Issues, 565,949, 
Tickets, 16,225. Service Points, 12. 1 Mobile 
Library. 

During the year here reviewed improvements and 
*xpansion have been carried out, and the changes made 
have almost without exception brought greater demands 
on the service. When compared with the previous year 
book circulation showed the satisfaétory increase of 
56,715. Of this total, 37,800 were works other than 
fiction. The increased circulation from the Central 
Library can be attributed mainly to the alterations and 
improvements which took place. The Lending Library 
has been extended, the Reading Room was partitioned 
to make a better Reference Library, and the former 
Reference Library converted into administrative offices. 
The opening hours of all departments have been 
extended. 

WALLINGTON. —Borough Librarian, William J. 
Hitt, F.L.A. Population, 32,751. Income 
from Rate, £9,122. Total Stock, 53,140. 
Additions, 6,705. Withdrawals, 4,603. Total 
Issues, 402,282. Tickets, 28,663. Branches, 3 

\ highly satisfaétory year's work is reported. 
There was a 5 per cent increase in the number of 
residents registered as readers, and circulation figures 
reached a total nearly 12,000 higher than in the previou 
year. An additional service point, to serve a small 
housing estate, was opened during the year. This new 
library is accommodated in the offices of a business 
man who generously provided it without charge. Local 
and reciprocal arrangements with three neighbouring 
library authorities have been continued with much 
appreciation and satisfaétion, 
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SNEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM 


National Library of Scotland * Edinburgh 

Mills Memorial Library * Ontario 

Victoria Public Library * British Columbia 
University College * Potchefstroom, S. Africa 
University of Orange Free State * Johannesburg 
University of Natal * Natal 

University of Ibadan * Nigeria 


These Libraries in the course of construction have adopted 
the SNEAD SYSTEM by 


LUXFER LIMITED 


Waxlow Road, Harlesden, London, N.W.10 


Telephone: ELGar 7292 Telegrams: Luxfer Harles London 


Laugh and the Ghosts 
Laugh with you 


FS A remarkable collection of ghost stories, translated by Henry 
Baerlein from the Spanish masterpiece Fantasmas by Wenceslao 
Fernandez Florez. The first English edition of this Spanish best-seller. 


“His book bears the stamp of a literary celebrity. His stories have charm, 
originality, and humour, and are ideal entertainment.—Daily Mail. 


“A wealth of wit and humour ...... witty, mildly satirical, and completely 
delightful ...... excellent Guardian. 


BRITISH TECHNICAL & 
Cr. 8vo. GENERAL PRESS 12s. 6d. net 
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Round the Library World 


THE new edition (1952) of the handbook on 
“Librarianship as a Career,” issued by the 
School of Librarianship of the University of 
Cape Town, this year contains some interesting 
photographs of work in different fields of 
librarianship. 


Unesco is at present studying ways of 
assisting the reconstruction of war-damaged 
libraries and their colleétions, somewhat on 
the lines of the great work done at Valognes, 
Strasbourg and Dunkirk. It invites war- 
devastated libraries wishing to receive the 
assistance of working groups, and librarians 
and others who would like to join voluntary 
groups to help such libraries, to write as soon 
as possible to the Libraries Division of Unesco, 
19, Avenue Kléber, Paris, 16°, France, with 
a view to possible projects in 1952. 

From the Annual Report of the Vice- 
Chancellor of Queen’s University, Belfast, we 
learn that in the past five years the number of 
readers in the Library has more than doubled 
and the number of books issued has increased 
by 60%. It is already clear that the purchase 
of the late Professor R. M. Henry’s classical 
Library will prove to be the most important 
single purchase ever made by the Library. 


December 10th, 1951, was the hundredth 
anniversary of Melvil Dewey’s birth. It was 
celebrated at Lake Placid Club in a programme 
which included speakers from the numerous 
organizations with which his name is conneéted. 


The British Institute of Archaeology and 
the Turkish Antiquities Department, working 
together, have discovered the remains of an 
Assyrian Library near Harran in south-east 
Turkey. The Library is said to be over 
2,600 years old, and about 150 tablets have 
been recovered so far, including word-lists, 
incantations, hymns, omens, etc. Many more 
tablets are in course of recovery. The tablets 
are being catalogued at Ankara. 


A Special Meeting of the Scottish Library 
Association was held in the Mitchell Library, 
Glasgow, on January 16th, when the Statement 
on the Report of the Advisory Council on 
Education in Scotland on Libraries, Museums 
and Art Galleries, to be presented to the 
Council, was considered. 


The Annual Conference of the American 
Library Association is to be held in New York 
from June 29th to July 5th, 1952. This will 
be the 71st annual conference, although during 
1951 the A.L.A. celebrated its 75th Anniver- 
sary. Mr. Francis R. St. John, the well-known 
Chief Librarian of the Brooklyn Public Library, 
has accepted chairmanship of the local com- 
mittee for the Conference. 


Liverpool University Library is in the 
fortunate position of being able to report, last 
session, a gratifying decline in the number of 
books missing. In many university libraries 
the tendency seems to be towards a marked 
increase in missing books from year to year. 


A Burmese Educational Study Mission has 
been spending some weeks in the United 
Kingdom before going on to the U.S.A,, 
Mexico and Canada. The object of the 
Mission is to collect information which will 
assist in putting into effect a two-year plan for 
improving education in Burma. Among the 
members of the Mission is Mr. U Than Han, 
M.A., Librarian of the University of Rangoon. 
London, Kent, Surrey, Cambridge and Leicester 
were visited in December. One of the subjects 
Studied by the Mission in England was the 
production of books for self-education, with 
the eventual purpose of producing a series of 
books in Burmese to help the adult population 
of Burma. 

The University and Research Seétion of the 
Library Association held meetings on 4th and 
5th January, including a Section Dinner on 
the earlier date. Sir Thomas Kendrick, 
Direétor and Principal Librarian of the British 
Museum, spoke on “The Lead Books of 
Granada.” Other addresses were given by 
Mr. C. E. C. Hewetson, Consultant to ASLIB, 
on ““The Mechanical Reproduétion of Catalogue 
Cards,” and by Mr. J. J. Graneek, M.A., 
Librarian of Queen’s University, Belfast, on 
“Good Red Herring: Neither Teaching nor 
Administration.” There was also a discussion 
on University and Research Library Practice. 


The 27th meeting of the Conference on 
Library Co-operation was held at Chaucer 
House on January 4th. The business included 
a Report of the Joint Standing Committee, 
Reports of the National Central Library, the 
Inter-Library Lending Scheme, and the Union 
Catalogue of Periodicals. 
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GEORGE RONALD 


THE STRUGGLE FOR 


TRANS-CAUCASIA 
(1917-1921) 


FIRUZ KAZEMZADEH, Ph.D. 


An important and well written history of 
the strategic area lying between Persia and 
Russia, the Caspian and Black Seas, during 
the turbulent years 1917-1921. It gained 
the author his Ph.D. at Harvard and is 
introduced by Dr. Karpovich, Professor 
of History, Harvard University. 


Demy 8vo; Index; bibliography ; maps ; 
25s. net 


2 ALFRED STREET OXFORD 


The Theological Writings 
of 
EMANUEL 
SWEDENBORG 


can be obtained from 


the book-room of 


THE SWEDENBORG SOGIETY (INC.) 
SWEDENBORG HOUSE, 
20, BLOOMSBURY WAY, 
LONDON W.C,1 


REFERENCE & LENDING LIBRARIES 
FREELY AVAILABLE. 
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NEW BOOKS 


YOUR GOD IS TOO SMALL 
By J. B. PHILLIPS 7s.6d. net 


The trouble with many people today is that they have 
not found a God big enough for their needs. The challenge 
of modern utilitarian society and of scientific thought 
leaves them feeling helpless in an unfriendly world. Yet 
the God who supplieth all men’s needs is there ; and the 
author brings to the true description of that "God the 
same freshness of writing and perception which charac- 
terises his translations of St. Paul in Letters to Young 
Churches. This is an unusual book, and one which will 
repay thoughtful reading. 


NOUGHTS AND CROSSES 
By WILFRED SHEPHERD 6s. net 


This is the title of the first sermon of a number which 
the author has chosen as representative of the things 
which he has counted it good to preach over a number 
of years. This first sermon is typical of them all ; for 
a very few lines bring the reader to the heart of its subject, 
via the symbols of the circle and the cross. 


GIVE GOD SOMETHING TO 


BUILD ON 
By WINSHIP STOREY 6s. net 


Winship Storey is a great loss to God’s Kingdom here— 
and (dare we venture ?) a great gain to that other King- 
dom beyond. This book contains almost literally his last 
writings : and his countless friends will treasure it 
accordingly. For every reader it will hold challenge, 
comfort and commission ; the fulness of the Gospel is 
instinct in these winsome and striking words. 


DIVINE AND HUMAN 
By E. L. ALLEN, D.D., Ph.D. 6s. net 


“Is God separated from the world’s sin by a gulf so 
great that it can only be bridged by Divine Grace ? 
Or is there a continuity, and likeness, between Creator 
and creature ?”°—These questions are basic and utterly 
fundamental to everything that we think about life. 
We commend this book to all who seek to make a living 
reality of their faith in terms of the present-day world 
and the demands which we can never ignore. 


WILLIAM CLOWES 1780—1851 


By JOHN T. WILKINSON, 
M.A., B.D., F.R.Hist.S. 6s. net 


Clowes was a Staffordshire potter who had led a profligate 
life until he underwent an amazing spiritual change in 
1805. His labours were amazing and unceasing : but all 
his activity was prompted by the splendour of his in- 
terior life. This study seeks to indicate his important 
contribution to English Methodism and is based upon a 
careful examination of original documents. 


THE EPWORTH PRESS 
25-35 City Road, London, E.C.1 
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At the University Library of Durham 
serious damage to old books was caused by 
water running through weak places in the 
roof of the old Bishoprick Court Buildings. 
The University Library has been designated 
as part of the Joint Fiction Reserve for the 
Northern Region, to take novels up to 1870. 


In response to various requests, Canning 
House Library has undertaken to compile a 
supplement to its Bulletin of British Historical 
Publications on Latin America and the West 
Indies in the form of a bulletin of information 
concerning books, essays and articles published 
in this country on the history of Spain and 
Portugal. No. 1, dated Oétober, 1951, has 
been issued. 


\ valuable account, written by Mr. Harry B. 
Weiss, of Type-founders, copperplate printers, 
and Stereo-typers in early New York City, is 
printed in the Oétober, 1951, issue of Bulletin 
of the New York Public Library. This account 
is of interest and value to those working in 
similar fields in this country. 


\ Unesco conference on libraries was held 
at Sao Paulo, Brazil, from Oétober 3rd to 12th. 
Mr. Arthur E. Gropp, Librarian of Columbus 
Memorial Library, Washington, D.C., traced 
the history of the library movement in Latin 
America and appraised its position today. 
Professional training and regional 
libraries, and children’s libraries, were among 
the topics discussed. 


tools, 


One of the most important accessions ever 
received by Harvard University Library, the 
William King Richardson Library, has now 
been housed in a room which the donor 
provided, panelled at his own expense and 
furnished with his own library furnishings. 
The strength of this collection lies mainly in 
its incunabula, illuminated manuscripts, French 
18th century illustrated books, and fine 
bindings, particularly armorial. 


The Library of the Faculty of Procurators 
in Glasgow (the title of ‘“‘Royal” to the name 
of the Faculty was granted in June, 1950) is, 
of course, primarily a law library, but there is 
also an extensive colleétion of historical, 
biographical, antiquarian, and general litera- 
ture, and a special section of works on local 
history. One of the most interesting items in 
the Faculty’s Library consists of the castrated 
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or rejected portion of Sir Walter Scott's 
Count Robert of Paris, adversely criticised by 
Ballantyne and Cadell, as recorded by Sir 
Walter in his Journal of 6th and 7th May, 1831, 
These rejected pages are thought to be the 
only ones in existence. Membership of the 
Library is restricted to Members of the Royal 
Faculty of Procurators in Glasgow, but access 
to the Library for occasional consultation 
and reference may be obtained on_ the 
recommendation of a Member. 


Edinburgh Public Libraries Committee have 
recently issued Ie Edinburgh Scene, a Catalogue 
of the Prints and Drawings in the Edinburgh 


Room at the Central Public Library. The 
Principal Librarian, Mr. R. Butchart has 
contributed a very valuable, informative 


introductory chapter, and to him and to all 
concerned in producing this delightfully 
illustrated and really excellent catalogue we 
offer warm congratulations. This is by far 
the best catalogue of its kind we have yet 
seen produced by a Public Library and the 
coloured plates are really beautiful. It is 
understood that bound copies will be made 
available at 10/6 net. 


Dr. Philip Gosse has added to his gifts to 
the Brotherton Collection, University of Leeds, 
by presenting the manuscript Zoological 
Sketchbooks compiled, with delightful col- 
oured illustrations, by his father when a 
young boy, and mentioned in Father and Son. 
Dr. Gosse has also given the portrait of 
Edmund Gosse by Sargent. Mrs. McGrigor 
Phillips has made valuable additions to the 
Romany Collection which she presented over 
a year ago. 


Aslib proposes to publish an annual index 
to accepted University theses. The question 
of providing some means of registering 
theses was raised by Mr. G. H. Bushnell as 
long ago as 1931 in an article on “‘A Register 
Office of Research”? and more recently was 
made the subject of “A Survey of Thesis 
Literature in British Libraries” by Mr. P. D. 
Record, published by the Library Association 
in 1950. This new contribution to the solution 
of the problem of overlapping of research 
work will be generally welcomed. The plan 
of the Index appears to follow very closely the 
lines laid down in the 1931 article except that 
in Mr. Bushnell’s article provision was made 
for recording research in progress. 


| 
| 
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BOOKS and PERIODICALS 


Direct from London 


Alfred Wilson Ltd. 


OUR POSTAL SERVICE FOR 

OVERSEAS LIBRARIANS IS 

QUICK, ACCURATE AND 
ECONOMIC. 


We specialise in 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN 


SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS 
AND PERIODICALS OF ALL KINDS 


Write for Lists and Quotations to:— 
7 Ship Tavern Passage, London, E.C.3 


BOOKS 


ON 


NATURAL HISTORY 


AND 


BIOLOGY 
New, Second-hand, Old & Rare 


CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 


WHELDON & WESLEY 


— LID. 
83-84 BERWICK STREET 
LONDON, W.1 Phone: GER 6459 


SONS OF FREEMEN 


WORLD 447 


GOOD CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
At prices that cannot be repeated 


THE BOOK ADVENTUROUS 
By PHYLLIS HALL 
4 6d. net (postage 3d.) 
PROPHET HARRIS 
By MARGARET MUSSON 
3 + net (postage 3d. 
THE PIONEER SERIES 
By ERNEST H. HAVES 
Popular Missionary Biographies. 7 titles in print 


3 - net each (postage 3d.) 


TREASURE TROVE 


By RODERIC DUNKERLEY 


Illustrated, 4 + net (postage 3d.) 


CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL 
By AILEEN HENDERSON 


Illustrated, 2/6d. net (postage 3d.) 


By R. G. MARTIN 
4 6d. net (postage 3d. 
THE TEACHERS’ BOOKSHELF. —An_ illustrated 
guide to over 200 Books for Religious Education— 
gratis. 


THE 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PRESS LTD. 
WALLINGTON 


SURREY 


BOOK SEARCHERS 


Flaxman 0454 


Our new Showroom at 


162, KINGS ROAD, 
CHELSEA, S.W.3. 


(Ist floor, entrance in Jubilee Place) 
is now open. 


Librarians and other visitors 


are welcome. 
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Memorabilia 


Libraries are allowed to by-pass the London 
Joint Catalogue in making their demands on 
the Metropolitan Fiction Reserve. Our readers 
scarcely need to be reminded that in this 
Reserve every London library undertakes to 
house a few letters of the alphabet of older 
and classic novels. The direct approach will 
save time and does not affect the regional 
systems or the N.C.L. which do not normally 


handle fiction. 
* 


Most junior libraries could spend three 
shillings yearly with profit in providing 
La Revue des Jeunes, a 4-monthly magazine in 
simple French, with stories, verses, essays and 
good illustrations, It is published by Robert 
Montgomery, 14 Woodsome Road, London, 
N.W.5. 

* * * 

It is proposed to form a Finchley Readers’ 
Circle “in order to test the belief that from 
amongst the many thousands who borrow 
books there are some who would enjoy using 
the library as a place for meeting other bookish 
people and for the discussion of bookish 
topics.” This is work that we all approve. 

* * 

The Staff library at Preston contains 600 
books and periodicals. THe Lisrary Worvp, 
by the way, is not amongst the latter. 
are given time off to attend classes for Entrance, 
for Registration some attend the classes at the 
Liverpool College of Commerce, and Finalists 
must lean on correspondence courses. All 
fees and expenses are paid by the Local 
Authority. 

* * 


Mr. Edward Sydney draws our attention 
to a letter he has received from Mr. Louis 
M. Nourse, Librarian of St. Louis Public 
Library (Olive 13th and 14th Streets, St. 
Louis 3, Missouri), saying that it is possible 
to have English librarians as interne assistants 
there who would work “for a year or two.” 
“*At the present time,” he writes, “‘the children’s 
librarian on our Staff could be exchanged with 
a trained children’s librarian in the British 
Isles. The pay is about $200.00 a month.” 

Mr. Sydney reports also that Miss Betty J. 
Du Pont (147 West 105 Street, New York 25) 
a children’s librarian, would like to hear from 
any U.K. children’s librarian who would 
exchange duties with her for a period. 


Staft 


The Association of College and Reference 
Libraries of the U.S. is publishing a series of 
occasional papers, .4.R.C.L. Monographs, to 
make known work that is often crowded out 
of other library journals. The first, for January, 
1952, is a study by J. W. Kraus, the Librarian 
of Madison College, on the famous New 
Orleans librarian, William Beer, a most 
interesting, vital person, whom some English 
librarians knew well. Other papers, carefully 
selected by a committee, will follow, and 
contributions are sought, which should con- 
form to the Standards set up in College and 
Research Libraries. They should be addressed 
to Chairman Lawrence F. Thompson, Uni- 
versity of Kentucky Library, Lexington, 
Kentucky. The issues are priced separately : 
the first costs 35 cents. Orders may be sent 
to David K. Maxfield, Undergraduate Div. 
of the University of Illinois Library, Chicago 
11. 


East Sussex County opened a_ Branch 
Library at Western Road, Bexhill, on October 
318t, the Mayor of the town (Councillor G. H. 
Goodwin, J.P.) performing the ceremony. 
This is, we think, the third library the County 
has opened within a year. We have been 
impressed with the quiet masterly manner in 
which the County Librarian, Mr. Henry Wilson, 
does his effective work ; we hear high praise 
of the extent and value of the book stock of 
the county. 


In the excellent Manchester Review, Autumn, 
1951, regret is expressed that the Moss Nook 
Library has been closed owing to the termina- 
tion of the tenancy of the hut it occupied. It 
is hoped that the Travelling Library will be 
used on two full days, each on a different site, 
in a measure to replace the lost branch. 


Another change is the replacement of the 
book-exchange system under which a reader 
could borrow any non-fiction book from any 
city library by a service which enables a 
borrower to requisition any non-fiction book 
in the lending system at his own library and his 
request is dealt with expeditiously by the 
Inter- Lending Department at the Central 
Library. That department brings into con- 


sideration all the resources of the system and, 
book is 


if these fail, borrows or, if the 
desirable, buys a copy of it. 
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Book Selection Guide 


A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


PROFESSIONAL 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN OF 
ConGress for the Fiscal Year ending June 
30, 1950. United States Government 
Printing Office, Washington. 


One of the world library reports that is welcomed 
by the alert librarian. The vastness of the services 
recorded is too great for more than this indication that 
they are described in detail in this scholarly volume. 
The processes of the past are thus described: ‘‘The 
unabashed and unassailable reality of those banished 
elders, with superb effectiveness, had institued praétices 
which, by and large, were unsurpassed, while many 
yet prevailed. Candor might insist that some, particu- 
larly in the technical processes, had proved extravagant 
and had, in consequence, been compromised ; a few 
had been impersonalized by surrender to fecund 
machines.”’ This short extraét we think worth making 
as an example of American literary styles at high level 
and for its assertion that change comes, even when it 
is occasionally difficult to make, to keep the services 
of this great library in step with modern needs through 
modern processes. It is also a very human document, 
a point we mention as we want English librarians, who 
do not already read the L.C. Report, to feel that they 
should do so, 


Puiturrs (W. Howard) A Primer of Book 
Classification. Library Association. 8s. 6d. 
net; (7s. Od. to members). 


A further revision, with especial attention to Bliss,, 
Ranganathan and the U.D. schemes, and having a new 
seétion on the 15th (Standard) edition of the D.C. 


Roserts (A. D.) Introduction to Reference 
Books. 2nd ed. Library Association. 
15s. Od. net; 10s. 6d. to L.A. Members. 

A book, by the former leéturer at the University of 
London School of Librarianship, which has already 
established itself. This edition has attempted to bring 
the citations up-to-date, and a short chapter on biblio- 
graphical works of reference, and praétical brief 
appendices on tracing and selecting works of reference 
and on questions for practical work, enhance its recog- 
nized value for students. 


REFERENCE 
Avprep (Cyril) New Kingdom Art in Ancient 
Egypt. Illus. Tiranti. 15s. Od. net. 


This volume is the third and last in the author's 
series on the development of ancient Egyptian Art. 
It deals with painting, sculpture and the applied arts 
during the epoch of the XVIIIth Dynasty, covering 
the years from 1590 to 1315 8.c. Numerous illustrations 
with a descriptive catalogue as well as a map, a concise 
bibliography and historical summary are included. 
This latest monograph of the publishers’ ‘Chapters 
in Art” should be of great interest to the specialist. 


THE 
BOOK COMPANY 


LIMITED 


HOLT-JACKSON 


Public and County 
Library Booksellers 


fe) 
MONTAUBAN CHAMBERS 
ST. ANNES-ON-SEA 
LANCS. 


London Showroom at 13 Brirron Street, 
CLERKENWELL Roan, E.C.1 
Tel. Clerkenwell 3250 


Barrett (Franklin A.) Caughley and Coalport 
Porcelain. Illus. F. Lewis. £7 7s. Od. net. 


One of the elaborate, well produced art books to 
which this publisher has accustomed us. The foreword 
is by Mr. W. B. Honey, C.B.E., who was formerly 
Keeper of Ceramics at the Viétoria and Albert Museum. 
The period covered by the work is of great importance 
in the history of English Porcelain. It describes the 
art of printing in underglaze blue, originally introduced 
by Chamberlains of Worcester, and to the invention of 
the blue-printed earthenware known later as “‘the 
willow-pattern,”’ followed by the further development 
throughout the 19th century. The illustrations are in 
themselves a delight. The edition is limited to 500 
copies. 

Brown (Alec) The Juryman’s Handbook. 
Harvill Press. 10s. 6d. net. 

His rights, duties and the things he needs to 
know in performing one of the most important tasks 
of modern men and women; especially valuable in 
the hints on assessing the value of evidence and of the 
exhortations of counsel and judges. 

CraneE (Ronald S.), Brepvotp (Louis I.), 
Bonp (Richmond P.), FrrepmMan (Arthur) 
and Lanpa (Louis A.) English Literature 
1660-1800. Vol. I. A Bibliography of 
Modern Studies compiled for the Philo- 
logical Quarterly. Princeton. Princeton 
University Press, London. Oxford Univer- 
sity Press. Geoffrey Cumberlege. $5.00, 
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Comprises a valuable series of yearly lists 1926- 
1938, which give a comprehensive bibliography of the 
books, articles, reviews and other material on the 
18th Century. Each of the series is in alphabetical 
order of authors. 

Enser (A. G. S$.) Filmed Books and Plays. 
1951. Gratton & Co, 25s. Od. 

Many librarians who have had to answer the query 
“Who wrote the book from which some particular 
film was made ?” have had occasion to be grateful to 
the lists of filmed books and plays, compiled by Mr. 
Enser, who has expanded his lists into a volume 
covering films made from books and plays over the 
period 1928-1949. He has arranged his material in 
three indexes, namely: Film Title Index, Author 
Index and Change of Original Tithe Index. As a 
reference aid this book is an essential tool especially 
as a quick reference book, and though the author does 
not claim completeness of all possible entries, the 
ground he has covered leaves few titles unrecorded. 
Good paper has been used and the typography is 
excellent. A supplement covering omissions and the 
succeeding years 1950-51 is in the press. 

Toussatnr (Dr. A.) Early Printing in the 
Mascarene Islands, 1767-1810. Frontis. and 
illus. Paris, Durassic & Cie. 

Though special in charaéter this work is a useful 
and comprehensive addition to the history of printing, 
and the author can be commended for this exhaustive 
Study. Chapters deal with Colonial Printing, the Presses 
of Isle de France, Almanacs, Newspapers, all other 
forms of publications and especially Printing in Bour- 
bon. There are many appendices, a bibliography and 
an adequate index. 


GENERAL 

Bacon (C. W.) Scraperboard Drawing. Studio 
Publications. 21s. Od. net. 

The popular method of making line illustrations is 
expounded and demonstrated by one of its successful 
practitioners. Describes the tools, the drawings in 
various Stages of technique. A practical volume worthy 
of the well-known series to which it belongs. 

Bupay (George) The Story of the Christmas 
Card. Col. frontis. and illus. Odhams. 
3s. 6d. net. 

It is certain that the history of the Christmas Card, 
depiéting the ever-changing taste during the past 
hundred years, will be of interest to those who now take 
this custom for granted. This attractively produced book 
may continue to serve as a delightful Christmas gift for 
those of all ages. 

Buiiey (Margaret H.) Art and Everyman. A 
Basis for Appreciation. Vol. I. _ Illus. 
Batsford. 45s. Od. net. 

I'he first volume of a very beautiful book which is 
complete in itself. An introduction to the true 
appreciation of art for everyone. By addressing 
herself to John and Mary, who are engaged and want 
to furnish a home, the author achieves a wide appeal 
without, however, depreciating the value of the work 
in the least for the professional. Illustrations are 
ingeniously seleéted and the reproduétion is excellent. 
\ very commendable work at a very reasonable price. 


| 


British 


Honduras. 
18s. Od. net. 


CaiGer (Stephen 
Frontis. Allen & Unwin. 


\ concise and lucidly written history of that little 
known colony from the times of its foundation by 
converted Buccaneers to our day, concluding with a 
survey of the present situation and of the plans for 
future development. 


CurisropHer (F. J.) Lampshade Making. 
Illus. Muller. 6s. Od. net. 

The author claims great importance for the craft 
of which he writes. lt may be regarded both as a pleasant 
occupation in the home, or as a serious business pursuit, 
and here will be found every detail necessary to turn a 
beginner in the art into an expert. 


Corrret (Leonard) Madame Tussaud. Frontis. 
and Illus. Evans. 15s. Od. net. 


\ history of the famous wax works and its 
originator, the Frenchwoman of Swiss descent, who 
founded a British institution. The life and manifold 
wanderings of the talented modeller and show woman 
are vividly narrated, beginning from the times when, 
a child of tive, she first joined her uncle, the mySterious 
Dr. Curtius, who became her future teacher of modelling 
in wax and showmanship. Many illustrations, mainly 
pertaining to the ‘‘Famous and the Infamous”, form an 
integral part of this charming publication. 


Coxe (Antony Hippisley) A Seat at the Circus. 
Frontis. Illus. Evans Bros. 15s. Od. net. 


Lovers of the circus will find this popular account 
of the performance, from overture to finale, quite 
fascinating. There is just enough history and tech- 
nique to give background, and the many illustrations 
of feats, features, performing animals, handbills, posters 
and much else combine to make a book the young of 
all ages will enjoy. Bibliography and glossary. 


Evans (Anthony) Aquariums. Illus. Muller. 
6s. Od. net. 


A welcome little manual by the Editor of The 
lquarift and Pondkeeper, which describes compaétly for 
the beginner and others the equipment of the aquarium, 
the breeding, feeding and troubles of fishes, with 
interesting chapters on garden pond-making, water 
plants for aquaria, tropical and coldwater fishes, with 
a chapter to himself for the goldtish. Good photographs 


and fine sketches. 


Futter (Hester Thackeray) and HAMMERSLEY 
Violet) Thackeray’s Daughter. Some Recol- 
lections of Anne Thackeray Ritchie. Fore- 
word by Sir Desmond MacCarthy. Portrait 
Frontis. Euphorion Books. 12s. 6d. net. 


Information drawn from diaries, letters and 
reminiscences. Thackeray's eldest daughter (known to 
her friends as Anny) was a woman of many parts, 
shrewd, brilliant, charming and highly gifted. The 
book is divided into three main seétions: Thackeray 
and his Children, the Sisters, and Anny. The last 
portion deals with her marriage to her cousin, Richm« ynd 
Ritchie, who was her junior by seventeen years. This 
marriage influenced George Eliot to marry J. W. Cross 
in 1880. Letters from many famous people are 
included. 
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GoeTHE (Johan Wolfgang von) Eckermann’s 
Conversations with Goethe. Translated by 
R. O. Moon. Morgan, Laird. 30s. Od. net. 


A complete translation was overdue of Ecker- 
mann’s famous record of conversations on the most 
varied subjeéts he had with the old Goethe. The 
translation on the whole is a good one, though some- 
how pedestrian in parts and not entirely free from 
errors. The book is indispensable for those who, 
knowing no German, desire an intimate view of the 
great German poet as it were, in his slippers. 


Mackay (Agnes Ethel) Arthur Melville, 
Scottish Impressionist (1855-1904). Illus. 
Some in col. F. Lewis. £5 5s. Od. net. 


\ well-produced quarto volume, limited to 500 
numbered copies. It gives what is known of the 
distinguished Glasgow artist whose influence has 
been great. There are forty-six full-page plates of his 
work, some of which are in colour, 


Mats (S. P. B.) Winter Sports Holiday ; with 
a Diary by Gillian Mais. Illus. Alvin 
Redman. 12s. 6d. net. 


Those who recall the author's ‘Madeira Holiday”’ 
will welcome this second of his projected series. 
Switzerland is the scene of a spirited and light account 
of the social life and amusements of the Alpine winter. 
Two diaries, his own and his wife’s, make, with 
pleasant illustrations, a most companionable book. 


Marcet (Gabriel) The Mystery of Being. II. 
Faith and Reality. Harvill Press. 16s. Od. net. 
The second series of the author’s Gifford leétures, 
this is a contribution of substantial value to current 
metaphysical thought. It is, of course, abstraét as is the 
subje& itself, but the lucidity with which he writes 
makes it possible for the man in the street to assimilate 
his arguments, if he cares to make the effort. 


ParisH (Alec) and Gopparp (Ivor). _ Illus. 
London’s Pride. Ward Lock. 7s. 6d. net. 


A book on some of London’s less known historical 
buildings, artists’ and writers’ residences and other 
houses conneéted with the lives of eminent men. The 
short texts by Mr. Parish are instructive, and Mr. 
Goddard’s photographs are admirable. 


PEARLMAN (Alec) Pearlman on Print Quality. 
Fountain Press. 12s. 6d. net. 

An interesting, concentrated study of the details 
which distinguish a fine photographic print. It is for 
those who have mastered the clements and, with ad- 
mirable examples from the author's camera, shows how 
such prints may be achieved. 


Peacocke (Marguerite D.) The Story of 
Buckingham Palace. Frontis. and _ illus. 
Odhams Press. 15s. Od. net. - 


A very attractive, popular and well-illustrated 
traversing of the history of the palace during seven 
reigns. It is based on what appears to be much research, 
and this is so digeSted and recreated that the human 
Story comes out in every chapter. A most desirable 


book. 
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Stmmons (Jack) Ed. “Journeys in England” : 
an Anthology. Illus. 1951. Odhams 
Press. 15s. Od. net. 

The professor of history at University College, 
Leicester, colleéts in an interesting manner extracts 
from many authors which illustrate the various routes, 
methods of travel and other features of English 
travelling. A useful introduétion gives a brief historical 
account of travelling methods and the traveller's 
relations to them. The ilustrations are adequate. 


Sprarr (H. Philip) ‘Transatlantic Paddle 
Steamers. Illus. and folding plates. Brown, 
Son & Ferguson. 7s. 6d. net. 

This scholarly work contains three chapters dealing 
with the three main historical periods of the subjeét. 
For technical details of early naval vessels Mr. Spratt 
has had access to contemporary documents in the British 
Museum and the Archives Centrales de la Marine and 
the Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris. Some thirty-two 
famous vessels are described in considerable detail, and 
the whole forms a valuable reference book. The index 
is full and the illustrations are helpful. 


Srevens (Henry Bailey) The Recovery of 
Culture. C. W. Daniel. 21s. Od. net. 


The book was conceived from a conviétion the 
author had reached by much Study that the genus homo 
had diverged from the path intended for him. His 
argument is that man’s life, from prehuman manifesta- 
tion to the present, by a “‘territic wrench of natural 
adaptations” and purposes, left his garden culture and 
became a carnivorous and warring animal. Many of 
the evils, social, natural and political, that we suffer 
from are the result. The way out is the purpose of 
the book. The author is director of University 
Extension Service in the University of New Hampshire. 


TREVELYAN (G. M.) Illustrated English Social 
History. Vol. Ill. Col. Frontis. Illus. 
Longmans Green. 21s. Od. net. 


The present, third, volume of the Illustrated 
Edition of Trevelyan’s English Social History covers 
the eighteenth century, from the period of Queen 
Anne to the earlier Stages of the Industrial Revolution. 
The merits of the work itself are well known. However, 
the ingeniously seleéted and well arranged illustrations 
make its Study a delight for anybody with an interest 
in the development of our society. The choice of 
illustrations by Mrs. Ruth C. Wright make an appro- 
priate commentary to the admirable text. 


Wet, (Gerald F.) Industrial Polishing of 
Metals. Illus. Iliffe for ‘“‘Metal Industry.” 
21s. Od. net. 


Writing on the art of Metal Polishing has hitherto 
been somewhat negleéted in comparison with the 
literature of kindred subjeéts such as electro-plating 
and the allied industries, but Mr. Gerald F. Weill has 
Stepped nobly into the breach and produced an 
exhaustive, practical and scholarly work on the subjeét 
which will enable those concerned with industrial 
polishing—whether as operators, managers, buyers or 
designers—to obtain an all-round view of the subject, 
and its possibilities of future development. The 
practical side of metal polishing is preceded by a short 
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historical survey from the days of its origin. \ glossary 
of terms, and an adequate index are included, and the 
illustrations and diagrams are valuable. <A list of 
chapter headings and a bibliography might profitably 
have been added, but this work by a specialist should 
prove invaluable to all employed or otherwise interested 
in an important branch of the metal industry. 
WELLINGTON (Hubert) Editor. The Journal of 
Eugene Delacroix. Illus. Phaidon. 21s. Od. 
net. 
rhis new selection from the diaries of the great 
French romantic painter in the Phaidon pocket series, 
with numerous reproductions of his works, in an 
excellent translation by Lucy Norton, makes good 
reading for those interested in art and letters. It shows 
Delacroix not only as a great painter but also as a 
leading personality in the intelleétual life of his period. 
Wrenn (C. L.) and ButtouGu (G.) Ed. 
English Studies Today. Oxford University 
Geottrey Cumberlege. 21s. Od. net. 


conterence of 


Press. 
Papers read at an international 
university professors of English held at Magdalen 
College, Oxford, 1950, representing the attitudes and 
perspectives they hold today. General literary interests, 
linguistic subjeéts, and particular topics are treated in 
turn, in what is a scholarly and at the same time 
readable symposium. 


We (Aitchen K.) China and The Soviet Union. 
A Study of Sine-Soviet Relations. Methuen. 
25s. Od. net. 

This considerable volume is an attempt, by a 
highly placed member for the past twenty-five years of 
the Chinese diplomatic service, to tell “the unvarnished 
truth.”” He has profound experience both of his own 
country and of Russia, and in 1924 he was Chinese 
consul-general at Vladivostock. Well documented and 
with a bibliography. 


JUNIOR 
Jones (Cynon Beaton) The Adventures of SH 
Illus., 2in col. Barrie. 8s. 6d. net. LO 


Ihe story of a small Chinese boy who has many 
adventures ; most of them conneéted with various 
animals, and more especially with Dripoff, the dragon. 
Will amuse hundreds of children. 


NEW EDITIONS 
Brattsrorp (H. N.) Shelley, Godwin and 
Their Circle. Oxford University Press, 
Geoffrey Cumberlege. 6s. Od. net. 
lhis is the 2nd and revised edition of this excellent 
Study of the psychological aspeét of Shelley and his 
circle. The work was reprinted in its original form 
many times between 1913 and 1949. 
Hyper (Douglas) The Answer to Communism. 
Paternoster Publications. 5s. Od. net. 
Mr. Hyde’s book purports to show the way to 
meet, and defeat, the Communist challenge. The first 


part of the work contains a summary of the Marxist- 
Leninist-Stalinist doctrine and tactics, which constitutes 
a helpful contribution against Communist propaganda. 
he edition has been revised and considerable additions 
have been made. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 
Biake (E. H.) and Jenkins (W. R.) Drainage and 
Sanitation. Tenth ed. Revised by Leonard B. Gumbrell. 
Batsford. 15s. 0d. net. —Cuure (Marchette) Shakespeare 
of London. Secker & Warburg. 15s. 0d. net.—Gamuie 
(Alexander) Pastor D. J. Findlay. A Unique Person- 
ality. Foreword by the Rt. Hon. Lord Maclay. Illus. 
Pickering & Inglis. 5s. Od. net.—Mercer (Frank A.) 
and Rosner (Charles) Modern Publicity, 1950-51. 
Illus. The Studio Publications. London & New York. 
30s. Od. net.—Paris, with plans and _ illustrations. 
Revised ed. Ward Lock. 10s. 0d. net.—Union Cara- 
LOGUE OF Apvrrions. Part IV. The Corporation of 
Glasgow Printing and Stationery Department. 7s. 6d. 
net.—WriGut (Joseph) A Middle High German 
Primer. Fourth Ed. Geottrey Cumberlege. Oxford 
University Press. 12s. 6d. net. 
PERIODICALS RECEIVED 

rHE ACCOUNTANTS’ JOURNAL, January, 1952; 
\.L.A. BULLETIN, November, 1951; BOOKS TO 
COME, December, 1951, January, 1952; THE 
BRITISH JOURNAL FOR THE PHILOSOPHY OF 
SCIENCE, November, 1951; THE LIBRARY 
ASSISTANT, January, 1952; THE LIBRARY 
\SSOCIATION RECORD, January, 1952; NEW 
ZEALAND LIBRARIES, September, 1951; ST. 
PANCRAS JOURNAL, December, 1951; WILSON 
LIBRARY BULLETIN, December, 1951. 


Correspondence 
Tue Eprror, 

“Tue Liprary Worvp.” 
Sir, January, 1952. 

Under “Topicalities” in the January issue 
of THe Lrprary Worip, Mr. Enser has 
introduced a matter of vital importance to the 
profession, It is essential that the $.M.C.C.L. 
and L.A. continue to protest to those local 
authorities which advertise vacant posts at 
salaries which are ludicrously low, but such 
protests must have the support of all the 
members of our profession. Upon protests 
being made, the authorities concerned should 
receive nota single application. The $.M.C.C.L. 
should, in faét, have an undertaking from all 
its members that no applications will be made 
for vacant posts where the salary offered is 
considered insufficient. That same undertaking 
should be given to the L.A. by all Chartered 
Librarians. 

In comparison with salaries now being paid 
to those Chief Officers covered by Joint 
Councils and Joint Negotiating Committees, 
salaries of Chief Librarians are almost trifling, 
and every attempt to secure better recognition 
should have the assistance and support of all 
Librarians, 

Yours faithfully, 
Central Library, Frep TAYLOR 
Keighley (Chief Librarian). 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


